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however, is humane and affectionate, and his disposition heaven-
conferred, is dutiful and obedient. Because lie is strongly attached
to his family, the people will trust in him. I propose that he assume
the royal authority: let each one give his opinion on this matter,
whatever he thinks,15 They were all agreed on this point, and
acknowledged his conspicuous qualities.

"On this the chief ministers and the magistrates all exhorted
him to take authority saying: " Let the royal prince attend . . . The
opinion of the people, as shown in their songs, proves their real
submission to your eminent qualities. Keign, then, with glory over
the land; conquer the enemies of your family . . . We pray you
reject not our prayer."

The prince Harsa, according to the Chinese chronicler, resorted
to the statue of the Budha on the banks of the Ganges, where the
Buddha appearing in a bodily form, urged him not to ascend the
lion-throne and call himself mahardja, but to patronise Buddhism.
Having received this instruction, Harsa departed and " assumed the
royal office".1

A comparison of these two versions of an evidently vital
event of great constitutional importance is inevitable. Whoever
might have raised the question of proposing the name of Harsa to
the throne, it is clear that first, the name of Harsa on his brother's
death, was proposed in an open assembly of ministers and feudatories,
secondly, a decision must have taken place in this assembly
regarding his claims to the throne ; thirdly, on a unanimous agreement
being reached in his favour, the assembly appears to have requested
Harsa to accept the throne; fourthly, in response to this proposal,
after some consideration ultimately he accepted it and ascended the
throne.

The latter half of Yuan Chwang's information, regarding Harsa's
resort to the Buddha, must have been based on. hearsay and
religious bias. In his Madhuban plates, for example, Harsa, instead
of being styled a Maharaja or &iladitya, is called by Ms full royal
title of Paraniabhattdraka Mahamjadhiraja? As this record was
issued after the accession of Harsa to the throne* it is doubtful
whether much credence can be placed in this account of Yuan
Chwang.

1 Hiuen Tslang, op. tit, I, pp. 210-n; Yuan Qwang, op* dt.} I, p, 343,
3 g. I, VII, no, 22, p. 158.